
 
 

 
 
 

CORRIDOR MPO POLICY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Fairfax City Hall – Community Room – 300 80th Street Court, Fairfax, IA 

Thursday, September 16, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. 
 

18 members (need 10 for a quorum) 
MPO Staff Present: Hilary Hershner & Liz Darnall 
 
Chairperson called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Roll call answered with fourteen (14) members present and four (4) members absent. 

 
AGENDA 

 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Action Items 
1. Policy Board Minutes from July 15, 2021 meeting. 
Roy Heseman moved to approve the minutes from July 15, 2021. Seconded by Bill Bennett. The motion 
carried.  
 
2. 2022 MPO Service Agreement with Cedar Rapids Finance 
Liz Darnall shared a presentation on the 2022 MPO Service Agreement with Cedar Rapids Finance. Darnall 
stated that the Corridor MPO has a service agreement with the City of Cedar Rapids Finance Department 
to cover costs for hosting the organization. Fees cover things like payroll, accounting, purchasing, IT 
services, etc. She mentioned that this agreement is updated annually and signed by the manager. The 
agreement includes a resolution from the Policy Board that was last updated in 2016. Staff and the Executive 
Committee would like Policy Board to approve an updated resolution to support the annual service 
agreement.  
 

Member Present Not Present Alternate Notes 
Chuck Hinz X    
Scott Olson X    
Brad Hart X    
Ashley Vanorny  X   
Scott Overland X  Brad DeBrower  
Jeff Pomeranz X  Brenna Fall  
Sandi Fowler X    
Rita R X    
Ken DeKeyser  X   
Roy Heseman X    
Adam Thompson  X   
Bernie Frieden X  Marianne Wainwright  
Bill Bennett X    
Brent Oleson  X   
Grant Harper X    
Randy Strnad X    
Lon Pluckhahn X  Tom Treharne  
Eric Van Kerckhove X    



 
 

 
 
 
Mayor Hart mentioned that everyone who is on the Policy Board and is employed by the City of Cedar 
Rapids could have a potential conflict on voting on this issue. Hart also mentioned that if anyone objects to 
members of the City of Cedar Rapids voting to let the Board know. There were no concerns regarding this 
City voting.  
 
Eric Van Kerckhove motioned to approve a new resolution adopting the service agreement. Bennett 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
3. 2018-2022 Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) Targets 
Liz Darnall shared a presentation on the 2018 – 2022 Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 
Targets. Darnall stated that the Iowa DOT submits the HSIP report to Federal Highway. The report includes 
Iowa’s 2018 – 2022 safety targets; updated to 2017 – 2021 targets which were approved by Policy Board 
last year; and within 180 days of HSIP report, the MPOs must either agree to support the state’s targets or 
set their own quantifiable targets. She shared a chart reflecting the performance measures and the five-year 
rolling averages. She mentioned that the MPO targets apply for all public roadways within the MPO’s 
planning area boundary, regardless of functional classification or ownership. Darnall stated that the TTAC, 
Executive Committee and Staff recommend to the Policy Board that the Corridor MPO supports the State’s 
targets for the safety performance measures.  
 
Grant Harper member had a question regarding the non-motorized fatalities and serious injuries. Darnall 
responded.  
 
Sandi Fowler motioned to approve supporting the State’s targets for the safety performance measures. Hart 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
4. Title VI Plan Adoption 
Hilary Hershner shared a presentation on the Title VI Plan Adoption. Hershner stated that the Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is a federal law that protects individuals or groups from discrimination on the 
basis of their race, color, and national origin in programs and activities that receive federal financial 
assistance. She mentioned that a plan that includes these primary items:  

• CMPO’s Title VI Notice to the Public, Complaint Procedure, and Complaint Form 
• Methods used to inform low-income and minority populations 
• Steps taken to ensure persons with limited English proficiency have meaningful access 
• Summary of planning area demographics 
• Demographic maps that show the impacts of the distribution of State and Federal funds 

Hershner mentioned that the plan was previously updated in 2018 with an amendment in January 2020. The 
Title VI Plan is due to the Iowa DOT by November 1, 2021. She mentioned that the primary difference 
between 2018 and 2021 Title VI Plan is the updated demographic information and updated Corridor MPO 
Media contact. She stated that the Executive Committee and Staff recommend to Policy Board they 
approved the 2021 Corridor MPO FTA Title VI Plan.  
 
Heseman motioned to approve the FTA Title VI Plan. Seconded by Van Kerckhove. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
5. Travel Demand Model Amendment 
Hilary Hershner shared a presentation on the Travel Demand Model Amendment. She stated that the Iowa 
DOT requested model run for Wright Brothers Boulevard (WBB) Interchange Justification Report (IJR). 
The FHWA requires the use of MPO model runs to inform forecasted volumes in IJR. She said that the 
Iowa DOT heard about Cedar Rapids study to determine location and size of future development in SW  



 
 

 
 
 
Cedar Rapids near the airport. The Iowa DOT staff determined the results of the study needed to be included 
in model run for WBB IJR. Further she mentioned that they also realized the changes should be permanently 
be made to the model. The Corridor MPO model was updated in 202 as part of the 2045 LRTP; however, 
Cedar Rapids study was not started any therefore the information from the study was not included in the 
model update.  
 
Hershner stated that at the TTAC meeting last week they discussed this item. Michael from DOT went over 
input changes to model and a discussion about traffic volumes, development, and roadway projects included 
in the area near WBB Interchange about incorporating area roadway improvements and higher percentage 
of development included in model run. She stated that TTAC wanted refinements which are built into their 
recommendation. She mentioned that the DOT running the model but a group of MPO/CR/DOT/FOTH are 
working together on specific inputs based upon TTAC’s recommendation. That they met and had a 
productive meeting Monday and that the DOT is gathering needed information for refinements. She stated 
that the DOT has a tight deadline of October 15th and that they continue to work with the group until model 
is run and results are agreed upon by the entire group. Hershner mentioned that TTAC, Iowa DOT and 
Staff’s recommendation is to approve amendments to the travel demand model, with the model run 
incorporating SW area roadway improvements and with a higher percentage of total development included 
in the model run.  
 
Harper motioned to approve the Travel Demand Model Amendment. Seconded by Bennett. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
6. Climate Action Plan 
Liz Darnall shared a presentation on the Climate Action Plan. She stated that the City of Cedar Rapids is 
looking to identify Community Climate Action Plan “partners”. A “partner” is an organization that does 
one or two things: 

I. Pledge to support Community Climate Action by leading by example, and/or  
II. Share your organization’s sustainability plan or goals 

Darnall mentioned that the names of partner organizations (and their plans and goals, if shared) will be 
published on our City’s website as a list of partners that we will grow over time. Darnall mentioned that the 
Corridor MPO is going to be a partner. 
 
7. Member Updates 

• A Policy Board member shared that County Home Road is open. 
• Harper shared some Marion project updates. 
• Brenna Fall shared some City of Cedar Rapids Trail’s project update. 
• Hart shared some census data. 
• Brad DeBrower shared some Bus/Transportation updates 
• Hershner gave updates regarding staff  

o MPO Manager/Assistant Director for Community Development – has been posted 
o MPO Planner position – 4 interviews lined up 

 
Adjournment 
Van Kerckhove motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Tom Treharne. The motioned carried. The 
meeting was adjourned at 2:10 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Amy Cannon, Administrative Assistant  
 


